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Australia  Identity card
Australia is an island continent and the world's sixth largest 
country (7,682,300 sq km). The country is comprising the 
mainland of the Australian continent, the island of Tasmania 
and numerous smaller islands. 

Landscape: Australia's size gives it a wide variety of land-
scapes, with tropical rainforests in the north-east, mountain 
ranges in the south-east, south-west and east, and dry 
desert in the centre.  

 

 

Australia

Language: :English 

Capital city: Australia's 
capital is Canberra, but 
its largest urban area is 
Sydney. 

Climate: Most of Australia is semi-arid or desert, 



 the map

Can you see a dog’s head and
 a cat’s head in there?

Australia



 nORTHEN AND SOUTHER HEMISPHERES

Earth is devided into two Hemisphere seperated by the equator. The 
Northern Hemisphere refers to the half of the planet that is north of 
the equator, while the Southern Hemisphere is all of the planet south of 
the equator. Australia is located in the southern hemisphere. In the 
southern Hemisphere summer is from December to March and winter 
is from June to September contrary to the northern hemisphere. The 
reason for that is the same reason there are seasons.

Why are there seasons on Earth?

Seasonal changes are mainly caused by the Earth’s tilt. As the Earth travels around the 
Sun, it remains tilted. Sometimes the top half of the Earth (the Northern hemisphere) is 
pointing towards the Sun, while the bottom hemisphere (the southern hemisphere) is point-
ing away from the sun. When the top hemisphere  is pointing toward the sun the light and 
heat from the Sun in the top hemisphere are more intense than in the bottom Hemisphere 
so the upper hemisphere will experience summer while the lower hemisphere will experience 
winter. 

Other times the top Hemisphere is pointing away from the sun , the light and heat from the 
Sun in the top hemisphere  are less intense than in the bottom Hemisphere so the upper 
hemisphere will experience winter while the lower hemisphere will experience summer.

Half way between the times when the top Hemisphere is pointing towards or away from 
the Sun, both hemispheres get almost equal amounts of sunlight. These times are what we 
call spring and autumn. 

Australia

Activities
1.   Watch video about the sun orbiting the sun.
2   Make a Demo of the Erth orbiting the sun (Instructions 
in the next page)



 nORTHEN AND SOUTHER HEMISPHERES

Demonstrat seasons

What you need 
• Balloon 
• Felt tipped pen 
• Straw 
•Sticky tape 

What you do 
•Blow up a balloon . This will represent the Earth. 
•With a felt tipped pen, mark the North Pole, South Pole, the position of 
Australia, Europe USA and the Equator. 
•Cut the straw in half. Make three cuts on one end of each half and 
stick onto the balloon at the North Pole to represent an imaginary axis. 
•Choose a light source to represent the Sun. 
•Circle the light source with the model, keeping the axis at the North 
Pole slightly tilted as it circles all the way around the light. Make sure 
that the North Pole always points at the same angle towards  the ‘sky’ 
Disscussion:
o What would happen if the Earth circled the Sun straight with no tilt?
o When does Australia get winter and when summer? What is going on 
in the USA at the same time?
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Climate map
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 Paint the flag
Australia



 
 Wild life

Marsupials
Australia is a habitat of many 
unique animals that can only be 
found in Australia. Some of the 
most famous animals that inhabit 
Australia are marsupials.

What are marsupials?
Marsupials are mammals distinc-
tively characterize by giving 
birth to incompletely developed 
youngs that are typically car-
ried and suckled in a pouch on 
the mother's belly. Some of the 
Well-known marsupials are: kan-
garoos, wallabies, koalas, pos-
sums, opossums, wombats, and 
Tasmanian devils. 
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Kangaroo is an herbivorous marsu-
pial native to Australia and one of 
its symbols.
Kangaroos have large, powerful hind 
legs, large feet adapted for leaping, 
a long muscular tail for balance, 
and a small head. Kangaroos can 
jump three times their own height.
Kangaroos are the only large ani-
mals to use hopping as a means 
of locomotion.

koala: is an herbivorous marsupial 
native to Australia . Koalas typically 
inhabit open eucalypt woodlands, 
and the leaves of these trees 
make up most of their diet. Be-
cause this eucalypt diet has limited 
nutritional and caloric content, 
koalas sleep up to 20 hours a day. 
Koalas give birth to underdeveloped 
young that crawl into their mother's 
pouches, where they stay for the 
first six to seven months of their 
lives. Koalas are listed as Vulnera-
ble. The biggest threat to their ex-
istence is habitat destruction. 
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Platypus is an egg-laying carni-
vore mammal native to eastern 
Australia and Tasmania. Platy-
pus is known to have a sense 
of electroreception: It locate its 
prey in part by detecting elec-
tric fields generated by mus-
cular contractions.

Tasmanian devil  is a carnivorous 
masupial. It was once native to main-
land Australia and now found in the 
wild only on the island state of Tas-
mania. Tasmanian devil is the size of 
a small dog and is the largest carniv-
orous marsupial in the world. It is 
characterized by its muscular build, 
black fur, pungent odour, extremely 
loud and disturbing screech, keen 
sense of smell, and fierce or violent 
when feeding. It hunts prey and 
scavenges carrion as well as eating 
household products

Demonstrat seasons

What you need 
• Balloon 
• Felt tipped pen 
• Straw 
•Sticky tape 

What you do 
•Blow up a balloon . This will represent the Earth. 
•With a felt tipped pen, mark the North Pole, South Pole, the position of 
Australia, Europe USA and the Equator. 
•Cut the straw in half. Make three cuts on one end of each half and 
stick onto the balloon at the North Pole to represent an imaginary axis. 
•Choose a light source to represent the Sun. 
•Circle the light source with the model, keeping the axis at the North 
Pole slightly tilted as it circles all the way around the light. Make sure 
that the North Pole always points at the same angle towards  the ‘sky’ 
Disscussion:
o What would happen if the Earth circled the Sun straight with no tilt?
o When does Australia get winter and when summer? What is going on 
in the USA at the same time?

 Wild life
Australia



Emu is a flightless bird native to 
Australia. It is the second-largest 
bird. It can reach up to 1.9 meters 
(6.2 ft). Emus can travel great dis-
tances and have been known to go 
for weeks without eating. When nec-
essary it can sprint at 50 km/h (31 
mph). During  breading season fe-
males can mate several times and 
lay several clutches of eggs in one 
season and fighting among females 
for a mate is common. The male 
does the incubation; during this pro-
cess he hardly eats or drinks. The 
eggs hatch after around eight weeks, 
and the young are nurtured by their 

Thorny devil is an Australian lizard. 
The thorny lizard grows up to 20 
cm (7.9 in) and can live for 15-20 
years. The females are larger 
than the males. Most of these 
lizards are colored in camouflaging 
shades of desert and covered 
entirely with spines. The thorny 
dragon collects water from any 
part of its body by simply touch-
ing water, an adaptation crucial 
for its survival  in the desert of 
central Australia. It has a false 
head on its back., which it puts  
between its front legs, when it is 
threatened.
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Wombats are short-legged, muscu-
lar marsupials that are native to 
Australia. They are about 40 in 
(1m) in length with small, stubby 
tails. They are adaptable and habi-
tat tolerant, and are found in for-
ested, mountainous, and heathland 
areas of south-eastern Australia.

 Wild life
Australia

The dingo is a type of  wild dog 
native to Australia. They are consid-
ered a cultural icon in Australia and 
have a prominent role in the culture 
of Aboriginal Australians as a fea-
ture of stories and ceremonies.  
Dingoes are often a threat to farm 
animals but their depredation on 
rabbits, kangaroos and rats can be a 
net benefit to pastoralists. The din-
go's habitat ranges from deserts to 
grasslands and the edges of for-
ests.  Despite being an efficient 
hunter, it is listed as vulnerable to 



Activities
Read

National Geographic Kids Chapters: Kangaroo to the Rescue!: And More True Stories of 
Amazing Animal Heroes (NGK Chapters)

Strange animals of Australia: Koalas and kangaroos (Books for young explorers)

National Geographic Readers: Koalas Kindle Edition by Laura Marsh 

Explore My World Koalas Kindle Edition by Jill Esbaum 

Jimmy the Joey: The True Story of an Amazing Koala Rescue (Picture Books)by Susan 
Kelly (Author, Photographer),� Dezborah Lee Rose

Splatypus zby Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen

Over in Australia: Amazing Animals Down Under by Marianne Berkes  

Watch

o Kangaroo Dundee

o National geographic: 

o Amazing Animals Wild Life Of Koalas - Secret National Geographic Full Documentary

o Wild Krats : the kangaroos: 

o wild Krats koala balloon: 

 Wild life
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Aboriginals
Aboriginal Australians are people who are members 
"of the Aboriginal race of Australia" Indigenous Aus-
tralians did not develop a system of writing.
Traditional aboriginal ceremonies include: 

Bora:: an initiation ceremony 
in which young boys 
become men.
Fire-stick farming: the prac-
tice of regularly and sys-
tematically burning patches 
of vegetation used to facili-
tate hunting, to reduce the 
frequency of major 
bush-fires, while fertilizing 
the ground and increasing 
the number of young plants, 
providing additional food for 
kangaroos and other ani-

Australia



Tasmanian devil  is a carnivorous 
masupial. It was once native to main-
land Australia and now found in the 
wild only on the island state of Tas-
mania. Tasmanian devil is the size of 
a small dog and is the largest carniv-
orous marsupial in the world. It is 
characterized by its muscular build, 
black fur, pungent odour, extremely 
loud and disturbing screech, keen 
sense of smell, and fierce or violent 
when feeding. It hunts prey and 
scavenges carrion as well as eating 
household products

Aboriginals
Music

Aborigines have devel-
oped unique instru-
ments and folk styles. 
The didgeridoo is con-
sidered the national in-
strument of Australian 
Aborigines. It was tra-

Hunting
The bumerang

A boomerang is a tool 
that is designed to 
spin and return to the 
thrower. It is well 
known as a weapon 
used by Aboriginals. 
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Thorny devil is an Australian lizard. 
The thorny lizard grows up to 20 
cm (7.9 in) and can live for 15-20 
years. The females are larger 
than the males. Most of these 
lizards are colored in camouflaging 
shades of desert and covered 
entirely with spines. The thorny 
dragon collects water from any 
part of its body by simply touch-
ing water, an adaptation crucial 
for its survival  in the desert of 
central Australia. It has a false 
head on its back., which it puts  
between its front legs, when it is 
threatened.

Art: Dot Painting
Dot paintings are 
unique and integral to 
Australian Aboriginal Art. 
Aboriginal people would  
draw sacred designs 
which belonged tocere-
monies as ody paint 
and on the soil. 

Aboriginal artists abstracted their paintings to dis-
guise the sacred designs so the real meanings could 
not be understood by Westerners. They used a 
unique dot techniqueto paint. This gives theire paint-
ings a sense of movement and an almost 3D effect 
and.

Download a mandala coloring page or a coloring page 
of your choice. Using cotton swabs and acrylic paint 
color the page by painting tiny colorful dots and make 
a real australian art.

Activities

Australia



More activities
Australia

Watch

National Geographic - Nations of the World - Australia  

Listen 
 
aboriginal  music

Read

Why I Love Australia by Bronwyn Bancroft
Are We There Yet?: A Journey Around Australia by Alison Lester.
HistoriCool Issue 08: Indigenous Australia (HistoriCool Magazine) by 
Lucy Singer 

Crafts 

Dingoes at Dinnertime (Magic Tree House) by Mary Pope Osborne 
Make your own Didgeridoo
make your own boomerang 
Australia map collage.
decorate a boomerang



Memory Game
Australia

A game for two players and more.

Instructions
print the pages with the cards.  Leminate  them 
and cut the cards.
Mix up the cards. 
Lay them in rows, face down. 
Take turns turning over any two cards. 
If  the two cards match , keep them. The next    
player ask a question about the cards. If the 
player answer correctly he gets another turn. 
If they don't match, turn them back over. 
Try to remember what was on each card and 
where it was. Watch and remember during the 
other player's turn. 
The game is over when all the cards have been 
matched. 
The player with the most matches.
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Quiz
Australia

An Australian marsupial that can jump 3 times its 
height.

A flightless bird native to Australia.

Australian marsupial typically inhabit open eucalypt 
woodlands and eat mainly eucalyptus leaves.

An Australian lizard covered entirely with spines and 
collects water from any part of its body.

An egg-laying carnivore mammal native to eastern 
Australia and Tasmania. 

a type of  wild dog native to Australia. 

A the biggest carnivorous marsupial in the world. 

A short-legged, muscular marsupials that are native to 
Australia.

Answers
Koala       Kangaroo      Tasmanian Devil        Dingo

Thorny lizard       Wombat        Platypus        Emu  



Views
Australia

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park

Sydney Harbour Bridge



Views
Australia

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park

ranges central australia dry country



Views
Australia

Australia - Dry land

the great ocean road australia


